
 

 

April 19, 2018  
 
Privy Council Office 
Attn: Impact and Innovation Unit 
Room 1000 
85 Sparks Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A3 
 
Re: Support for Town of Bridgewater Smart Cities Challenge Grant Application 
 
To the Smart Cities Challenge jury panel,  
 
This is a letter confirming the full support and confidence of SimpTek Technologies Inc. in the Town of 
Bridgewater to address energy poverty by pursuing the Smart Cities Challenge grant.  
 
SimpTek Technologies Inc. offers an energy management as a service platform called Building360 that 
empowers building owners, municipalities, utilities, engineers, local energy experts, and local product 
suppliers and installers with access to automated utility data or real-time property data to streamline 
energy efficiency projects across all stakeholders. We are in full support of the Town of Bridgewater’s 
initiative as we find issues of energy poverty becoming extremely urgent. If people are choosing 
between putting food on the table and between having the heat on, these can be seen as life and death 
decisions. We must all act quickly to stop this from getting worse and to ensure that, as we transition to 
more renewable forms of energy, that we build the system to benefit everyone moving forward so that 
the same groups of people do not continue to get left behind. To help combat this as a company, we 
have been finding funding and donors to provide equipment and services to support Non-Profit 
organizations who work to reduce energy poverty in their region, like the Ecology Action Centre for 
example, to help free up money for them that normally goes to energy expenditures so it can go into 
funding their much needed programs instead. We are also positioning our tool as a way that efficiency 
bodies and municipalities, like Bridgewater, can use our technology to help reduce energy expenses in 
their region with the goal of ultimately reducing energy poverty.  
 
Having worked with the Town of Bridgewater before, when we participated in their recent Energize 
Bridgewater conference as a vendor, we have full confidence that providing our support to Bridgewater 
will result in a successful project after seeing just how many big names, vendors and how many 
participants they could pull into their event, paired with energy reduction actions that garnered national 
media attention. It is truly impressive to see how far above their weight the Town is punching for their 
size and is quite reminiscent of the innovative leaps, through high levels of collaboration on projects, 
taken by the City of Summerside, PEI. It is SimpTek’s intention to contribute our Building360 platform to 
this project to host all of these efficiency activities on at the local level; encouraging the longevity and 
sustainability of the changes this project brings about. Our technology contributes jobs and skills to the 
community by creating an online marketplace for local electricians, contractors, installers, energy 
experts, and engineers from the community to pair their services to the building data. This increases the 
capacity and knowledge of the local workforce by driving value and new revenue to their businesses 
using predictive analytics to help choose the right service for the individual property at the right time. 
This approach also allows us to increase community involvement in clean energy projects by giving all 
residents of the community access to their open energy data set. To engage the entire community in 
this clean energy project and to improve energy literacy, we would have a local energy expert partner/s 
conduct a free community training seminar on energy efficiency and on how to read the data on the 



 

 

platform so the community members could also learn how to suggest ways to reduce based on data to 
empower them to reduce energy poverty in the community themselves. 
 
For the community as a whole, we believe that involving the members of the Town in this type of a 
community-wide energy poverty initiative could help Bridgewater residents lead improved lives with 
access to new economic opportunities. These plans are extremely ambitious and would bring 
unprecedented levels of housing condition improvements that can lead to better mental and physical 
health. It would increase economic activities by using data to fuel a new efficiency economy that 
leverages the local expertise and resources already in place. It would also allow all residents, no matter 
what income bracket or group they belong to, the opportunity to positively contribute to their 
community and to increase their own training and knowledge while doing so.  It is an exciting prospect 
to be able to help Bridgewater to continue to push the envelope and to see if we can build a model 
using Bridgewater as a case study that can then be successfully deployed across the country to help 
other municipalities drive down energy poverty. 
 
Based on the amazing things we have been witnessing out of Bridgewater thus far, we know for a fact 
that winning the Smart Cities Challenge grant would enable the Town to catapult themselves to the next 
level of savings through energy efficiency activities that would continue to contribute to a major 
reductions in the instances of energy poverty in their Town. We cannot wait to move forward with our 
collaboration and work together as agents of change in our small corner of Canada. 
 
Thank you so much for taking your time to read this letter of support and we look forward to hearing 
back about the results! 
 
 
Warm Regards, 
 

 
Megan McCarthy 
Chief Business Development Officer 
SimpTek Technologies Inc. 


